
   

 

 

   

   

   
 
Subject: Revised Draft Validation Checklist for Planning Applications 
Meeting date:  3 May 2017 
Report to: Planning Committee 
Report of: Director of Planning 
 
For Decision 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This report will be considered in public 
________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Summary 

1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that local planning authorities 
should publish a list of their information requirements for planning applications, and 
that this list should be reviewed every two years.  OPDC’s first Validation Checklist was 
approved by Planning Committee in November 2015. The list has been revised to align 
with the Regulation 19 Local Plan. The revised draft Validation Checklist is proposed to 
be consulted on alongside the Regulation 19 Local Plan for a period of six weeks before 
being reported back to Committee for final approval. 

2 Recommendation 

2.1 The Committee is asked to approve the revised draft Validation Checklist for 
consultation alongside public consultation on the Local Plan (subject to its 
approval by the OPDC Board). 

3 Background information 

3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that local planning authorities 
should publish a list of their information requirements for planning applications, which 
should be proportionate to the nature and scale of development proposals and reviewed 
at least every two years.  The list should be subject to consultation and should be 
published on the local planning authority’s website. 

3.2 OPDC’s first Validation Checklist was approved by the Committee in November 2015. 
The production of the second draft Local Plan presents an opportunity to update the 
local validation list to align documentation with the Regulation 19 policy requirements 
along with fulfilling OPDC’s statutory duty as outlined in the NPPF. 



4 Revised Draft Validation Checklist 

4.1 The draft validation checklist sets out the supporting information that will usually be 
required to be submitted with a planning application, along with a description of the 
relevant threshold for the submission of each type of document. 

4.2 Officers have assessed the policies held within the draft Local Plan. Any policies which 
require documentation to be submitted in order to support a development have been 
noted. Some of these supporting documents, by virtue of their size, complexity or 
importance, are outlined within the draft validation checklist as standalone documents, 
whereas others have been included within combined plans, strategies or statements. 

4.3 Applicants will be able to view the validation checklist online prior to the submission of 
a planning application to ensure that they have the relevant documentation required to 
enable a swift and efficient validation. Officers will make applicants aware of the 
validation list during any pre application discussions. 

5 Next steps 

5.1 The consultation period for the validation list is proposed to be run in tandem with the 
Local Plan consultation, and would run for a minimum period of six weeks. After the 
consultation period expires, any responses to the draft validation checklist will be taken 
into account when preparing the final revised checklist. The final version of the 
validation checklist will be reported back to Committee for approval.  

6 Financial Implications 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications for the OPDC arising from this report.  

7 Legal implications 

7.1 Information requested by a local planning authority for submission with a particular 
planning application must comply with two statutory tests set out in section 62(4A) of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (inserted by the Growth and Infrastructure 
Act) and article 11(3)(c) of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure)(England) Order 2015. These are: 

 reasonable having regard, in particular, to the nature and scale of the proposed 
development; and 

 about a matter which it is reasonable to think will be a material consideration in the 
determination of the application. 

7.2 Regard has been had to these tests in producing the revised draft Validation Checklist.  

8 Appendices 

 Appendix A – OPDC Validation Checklist November 2015 

 Appendix B – OPDC Revised Draft Validation Checklist May 2017 
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